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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON VISIT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 
CHAV AN FOR JOINT COMMISSION MEETING, MARCH 13-14. 

REF: (A) STATE 7479; (B) NEW DELHI 398 

WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHAV AN VISIT IN 
PRELIMINARY WAY WITH INDIAN DCM ERIC GONSALVES. NOW IN 
NEW DELHI AND NOT DUE BACK ACCORDING EMBASSY UNTIL NEXT 
WEEK. GONSLAVES HAD ASKED WHETHER CHAV AN WILL BE TREATED 
AS OFFICIAL GUEST IN TERMS OF USG PAYING FOR HIS ROOM, 

BOARD, TRANSPORT, ETC. REQUEST CHARGE CONTACT GONSALVES 
AND INFORM HIM THAT, INASMUCH AS CHAV AN VISITING 
WASHINGTON PRIMARILY FOR JOINT COMMISSION MEETING, WE 
HAVE CONCLUDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 6 OF OUR 
OCTOBER 28 AGREEMENT, THAT GOI SHOULD COVER HIS EXPENSES. 
THIS BASIC PRINCIPLE APPLIES TO OTHER BILATERAL 
COMMISSIONS AS WELL, NOT JUST IN INDIAN CASE. (BEGIN FYI: 

WE ALSO HAVE SERIOUS FINANCIAL PROBLEM THAT PRECLUDES 
OUR PAYING FOR HOTEL AND LOCAL TRANSPORT OF VISITING 
JOINT COMMISSION DELEGATIONS. END FYI) INGERSOLL 
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